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the five years just past, contributions 
have amounted to $146,275.00. 

This money has been expended in the 
purchase of paintings, sculpture and etch- 
ings by American artists. It has been the 
intention of the society to secure the best 
examples obtainable from the best artists 
of this country. 

Encouraged by the success of its first 
five years' term of activity, the association 
is now seeking to enlist the interest of 
new members as well as to obtain re- 
newals of the initial pledges from its 
earlier membership. It desires to em- 
phasize the fact that it is not an ex- 
clusive body but that everyone interested 
in the encouragement of American art 
wishing to become a member is cordially 
invited to join. The trustees of the Art 
Institute also extend their sincere ap- 
preciation to the Friends of American 
Art and earnestly solicit their continued 
cooperation. 

It is to the credit of this city that the 
first concerted effort for the advancement 
of the fine arts originated here in this 
organization under the expressive title, 
Friends of American Art. Since the in- 
stitution of this association, the Albright 



Gallery of Buffalo has launched a so- 
ciety similar in name, Friends of the 
Albright Gallery. Quite recently, too, 
a New York organization has formed 
itself into a society of Friends of Young 
Sculptors. Indeed, there are at present 
some half dozen associations of like char- 
acter in different parts of the country. 

Prior to the existence of the Chicago 
organization, the collection of works by 
American artists was in no way worthy 
of the Art Institute. This collection, 
through the generous policy of the 
Friends of American Art, has been en- 
riched to the extent of now being fairly 
representative. The continued support of 
the society will insure one of the best 
such collections in the country. 

The most recent gifts, bought from the 
exhibition just closed, are as follows: 
"Portrait of young lady" by Randall 
Davey; "Elvira" by Katharine Dudley; 
"Kentucky mountaineer" by James R. 
Hopkins; "Autumn" by Wilson H. Ir- 
vine; "North River front" by Leon 
Kroll; "Sunlight" by Richard Miller; 
"A holiday" by Edward H. Potthast; 
"Snowfall in the wood" by Everett L. 
Warner. 
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INSPIRING as was the exposition in 
its entirety last year at San Fran- 
cisco, the Palace of Fine Arts was 
the noblest feature of the grounds. Both 
on account of its beautiful building and 
of the collections therein contained, this 
structure proved to be the most popular 
exhibit. 

That the department of Fine Arts has 
decided to continue its notable display 
until May 1, 19 16, is a welcome an- 



nouncement from the exposition authori- 
ties. The splendid building with its 
distinguished contents will afford a 
profitable rendezvous for the winter 
tourist. Besides, it will serve as an im- 
petus for the founding of a permanent 
art collection on the Pacific coast. 

Heretofore, there have been small 
collections of art scattered among the 
various cities of the coast. Now, through 
the nucleus of $200,000.00 worth of art 
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works already purchased from the ex- 
position and the $50,000.00 worth, funds 
for which are already pledged, San 
Francisco is fairly on the road to be- 
come a strong center of art. In the suc- 
cess of a prospective museum of the west, 
the Art Institute of Chicago is interested 
deeply and is happy to extend hearty co- 
operation. 

In order to retain the standard estab- 
lished so far at the exposition, American 
artists desiring to remove their exhibits 



now on display will replace them with 
other examples equally important. The 
Art Institute contributed the following 
canvases to the loan collections: " Por- 
trait of H. W. Hewitt" by Charles Lor- 
ing Elliott; "The family of Darius at 
the feet of Alexander" by Charles Le- 
Brun; "Beheading of John the Baptist" 
by Charles Sprague Pearce; "Mary 
Magdalene annointing the feet of 
Christ" by Benjamin West. These 
works have been returned. 




Portrait of a Young Lady — By Randall Davey 
Presented by the Friends of American Art, 191 5 
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